Who We Are

The FEP, started in 1984, provides a
unique opportunity for parents and
educators to build partnerships to
improve educational programs for
children and young adults with special
needs.

Modeling an effective collaborative
partnership, the FEP is staffed by a
family coordinator who brings the
perspective of a parent with a child
having special needs and an educator
coordinator who brings the perspective
of an educator. Each of lowa’s Area
Education Agencies (AEAs) employ
these staff to guide the program within
the AEA. They collaborate directly
with parents, local education agencies,
and agencies outside the educational
system.
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Loni Jorgenson Parent Educator Coordinator

641-231-1437 or 641-329-4242

[jorgenson@centralriversaea.orq |

April Wooldridge Parent Educator Coordinator

641-485-9166 or 641-753-3564

lawooldridge@centralriversaea.org |

Central Rivers Area Education Agency (AEA) does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, creed, gender, marital status, national
origin, religion, age, sexual orientation, gender identity,
socioeconomic background or disability in its educational programs,
activities, or employment practices as required by all applicable Equal

Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action laws, directives, and

regulations of federal, state and local governing bodies and agencies.
Students, parents of students, applicants for employment and
employees of Central Rivers AEA shall have the right to file a formal
complaint alleging noncompliance with federal and state regulations
requiring nondiscrimination in educational programs and employment.
Inquiries concerning application of this statement should be addressed
to: Karl Kurt, Equity Coordinator, Central Rivers AEA, 1521
Technology Pkwy, Cedar Falls, lowa 50613, Telephone: 800-542-
8375.
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Together We’reBetter



FEP is founded on the
following principles:

* Creating partnerships early builds
the foundation for family and child
success

 Families, educators and community
providers all have important roles,
responsibilities and perspectives inthe
education and support of children

» Shared communication builds
successful partnerships

» Successful partnerships work together
by recognizing, understanding and
respecting individual differences

« Each family has the option to access
a variety of services and supports
through the FEP, depending upon
their needs at any point in time

FEP Resources and Services
for Families and Educators:

» Facilitate understanding of special
education including family/student
rights and responsibilities

* Support families and educators
through personal, phone, email
contact, including attending
Individual Family Service Plan
(IFSP)/IEP meetings

* Assistance preparing for IFSP/IEP
meeting

* Information and support regarding
transition from IFSP to IEP and post
secondary transition

* Support communication between
home and school to enhance family
and educator partnerships

* Link family and educators toservices
within the AEA and the community

* Provide information and
understanding regarding educational
processes

MISSION
The Family and Educator Partnership
(FEP) works to develop and sustain
effective partnerships between families,
educators, and community providers to

promote success for all children and
youth with disabilities.
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